
 

 

 

Beacon Hill Academy Curriculum policy – January 2016 

 

Aims: 
 

The Curriculum at Beacon Hill Academy:  

 

• Is personalised and student led 

• Provides opportunities for all pupils to excel 

• Provides a range of rich opportunities to develop pupils’ strengths and to 

equip them for adult life.  

• Provides a multi-sensory approach to meet all learners’ needs  

• Involves a total communication approach to ensure the highest levels of 

engagement  and achievement   

• Gives students confidence, making them ready to embrace the world 

around them.  

• Encourages all staff to work closely with other professionals, parents, 

multi agencies and the local community to ensure learning is a continuous 

process 

• Encourages all stakeholders to be as creative as possible in meeting the 

needs of all learners 

• Is fun!  

 

Beacon Hill Academy is divided into 4 distinct age based departments – 

Early Years, Primary, Secondary and Post 16.  

The curriculum and delivery change in each team to reflect pupils 

progressing into different areas of the school, however the learning is 

personalised in all departments to meet each pupils individual needs. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
 

Pupils join any time after their 2nd birthday and placements are negotiated 

via the LA SEN team.  Placements .can be full time, part time or split 

placements with a mainstream school.  

The early years foundation stage curriculum is delivered, adapted to suit 

individual needs . This is how we adapt the seven areas of learning: 

 

Communication and Language 

Our main aim in this area is to develop the children’s 

communication skills: through the use of signs, symbols, 

communication aids and vocalisations. 

All work is based around a story and this allows the children to 

become aware of how books work, that text and images have 

meaning as well as characters. We work on improving children’s 

concentration and listening skills. 

 

Personal Social and Emotional Development 

By creating a positive approach to learning and finding out about 

the world around them children are able to develop confidence in 

themselves and their ability to do things. It is important that they 

value their own achievements. In a safe and fun environment 

children will develop an awareness of others and learn to play with 

their peers. In turn children will make friendships and form good 

relationships with the adults they are working with. 

 

Physical Development 

Each child will have the opportunity to develop all the important 

early physical skills that will enable them to become more 

independent. Through exploration, play, and all things fun children 

will improve their skills of coordination, control, and movement. 

They will be supported to use all their senses to connect to their 

environment. 

We will also work on personal skills such as feeding and personal 

hygiene (where appropriate) enabling further independence. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Through the use of paint, materials, music, dance, words, 

stories and role-play children learn to express their ideas, 

feelings and preferences. 

 



Understanding the World 

We will help children to become more aware of themselves and 

their families, their environment and different cultures. We take 

trips out to the local area as well as further afield. We explore and 

investigate a wide range of materials and textures and how to use 

tools, as well as looking at different objects and toys and how they 

work. We learn how to choose - and use - the right tool for a task. 

We also gain an understanding of technology including computers, 

how to use them and what they can help us to do. 

 

Literacy 

Reading for our children can encompass a range of activities 

including: Looking at pictures and text in books and in the 

environment. Learning letters and sounds. Developing an awareness 

of symbols, signs and objects of reference. We like to encourage a 

love of sharing books. 

 

Mathematics 

Developing a child’s mathematical ideas to help them problem solve 

and make decisions. The children also develop an awareness of 

numbers and counting through songs and games. We develop an 

awareness of shape and space through a range of activities. 

 

Children in the early years team learn through: 

• Playing and Exploring 

• Active Learning 

• Creating and thinking critically 

Each child has an individual education plan (IEP) for each term, which is 

based on skills that they are developing . 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Primary curriculum 
 

When children move into the primary department they are based in small 

classes, with the class teacher delivering the majority of the curriculum 

generally to a carefully planned topic approach.  

Specialist teachers support the delivery of PE and music.  

Learning is personalised and follows the interests of the individual 

children. 

The curriculum for Pupils in the primary department remains personalised 

and is designed to meet their individual needs. Learning is grouped into 4 

“learning areas” which include coverage of National Curriculum subjects 

linked to termly topics and presented in a way that pupils can access and 

succeed. 

The content for schemes of work is reviewed each year and adapted to 

meet the learning needs of the current pupils in the department. 

In addition all classes regularly participate in shared work and where 

appropriate individual pupils can spend time in different groups.  

There is the opportunity for all classes to access links with mainstream 

primary schools. 

Primary Department Learning Areas: 

Communication 

This includes literacy, ICT and play. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

Our main aim in this area is to develop the children’s communication skills: 

through the use of signs, symbols, communication aids and vocalisations. 

We work on improving children’s concentration and listening skills in 

different contexts. 

 

Reading 

For our children this can encompass a range of activities including: looking 

at pictures and text in books and in the environment. Learning letters and 

sounds. Developing an awareness of symbols, signs and objects of 

reference. Understanding how books work. 

 

 

 

 



Writing 

From an early age children develop their fine motor skills by exploring with 

their hands. The children experience a range of tactile materials that they 

can manipulate and explore. We encourage mark making in these materials 

and move on to mark marking with a range of tools including brushes, pens, 

chalk and utensils. Some children refine these skills and write letters and 

words using pen and paper or electronic equipment. Spelling is taught 

through a phonic and sight word approach where appropriate. 

 
ICT 

Technology is used frequently to support learning in all areas. Each class 

has an interactive whiteboard for pupil use and an ipad. We use a range of 

electronic communication devices such as big macks, talking postcards and 

easi speak microphones. 

 

Play 

Children learn best when they are having fun so there are frequent 

opportunities for free and structured play throughout the school day. We 

allow time for exploration of the environment and resources and provide 

children with access to resources where they are able to play imaginatively 

such as feeding teddy or dressing up. 

 

Exploring and Understanding the world 

This includes numeracy, history, geography, science, RE and modern 

foreign languages. 

 

Numeracy 

Developing a child’s numeracy ideas to help them problem solve and make 

decisions. The children also develop an awareness of numbers and counting 

through songs and games. Some children use resources such as numicon 

and compare bears to further their understanding of number. Other 

groups will be taught these skills through a topic based approach. 

 

History, Geography, science and RE 

These subjects are taught through our creative curriculum linked to the 

termly topic. We help children to become more aware of their environment 

and the world around them. We take trips out to the local area as well as 

further afield. 

We explore and investigate a wide range of materials and textures and 

how to use tools, as well as looking at different objects and toys and how 

they work. 



Celebrations 

Seasonal topics and holidays are explored throughout the year. 

 

Modern foreign languages 

This is addressed through a week looking at one particular country. 

Previously we have had sensory travel experiences to places such as 

Switzerland, Canada and Africa to experience different cultures. 

 

Creative 

This includes music, art and design 

 

Music 

The children have a weekly music session with a trained music therapist. 

Music is used daily to support understanding in all areas of the day, for 

example a signifier song during circle time 

 

Art and design 

Through the use of paint, clay, pastels and other materials children learn 

to express their ideas, feelings and preferences. 

They are given access to different tools and textures to refine their 

skills.  

 

Personal Social and Emotional Development and Citizenship 

By creating a positive approach to learning and finding out about the world 

around them children are able to develop confidence in themselves and 

their ability to do things, as well as value their own achievements. In a 

safe and fun environment children will develop an awareness of others and 

learn to play with their peers. In turn children will make friendships and 

form good relationships with the adults they are working with. We work on 

personal skills such as feeding and personal hygiene (where appropriate) 

enabling further independence. 

 

Physical Development 

Each child will have the opportunity to develop all the important physical 

skills that will enable them to become more independent. Through 

exploration, play, and all things fun children will improve their skills of 

coordination, control, and movement. They are supported to use all their 

senses to connect to their environment. Physical development programmes 

include access to MOVE, mobility training and physio programmes. 
 

 



Secondary curriculum  
When students move up to the Secondary department, learning continues 

to be adapted to meet their individual needs but the students begin to 

work with a wider range of adults and peers in order to help them prepare 

and make choices for their future. They start their day in base learning 

groups, but also spend time in mixed topic based and option groups in the 

afternoons. A topic approach continues to be used to support pupils access 

and develop their wider interests. 

 

There are four areas of learning within the Secondary team which differ 

slightly from the primary model but again insure that pupils access a broad 

range of subjects, differentiated and delivered in a way that meets their 

learning needs.  

Secondary Team Learning Areas:- 

Explore and Understanding the World: Maths, Science, Technology 

Geography and History. 

Communication: English and Modern Foreign language. 

Personal Development: Citizenship, Careers, Work related learning, PHSE, 

RE and Sex Education. 

Active and Creative: Art, music and PE. 

ICT is delivered in a cross curricular approach. 

 

Accredited qualifications and awards are achieved at the end of KS3 and 

KS4. Currently KS3 pupils complete the Asdan New Horizons Award at the 

end of year 9.  

After the year 9 EHC or statement review a personalised accreditation 

plan is drawn to enable pupils to access an award sized qualification in 

Personal Progress at the end of year 11 

 

Key Stage 3 & 4 Options: Take place on two afternoons a week (currently 

Tuesday and Wednesday) and may include Art, cooking, Horse Riding, 

Music, Outdoor Education, swimming, Yoga, and Trampolining. 

In year 10 and 11 all pupils link to P16 for two days a week. 

On one of these days all students take part in an off site transition links 

day, which includes a variety of different future options including work 

placements, volunteering, life skills, independence training and links to 

community groups. 



Post 16 curriculum  

 

Beacon Hill Post 16 offers students the opportunity to participate in 

developing and pursuing a personalised programme of study that is tailor 

made to their individual needs.   Students have access to a varied life 

skills curriculum that is designed to build on their successes but moves 

away from in the National Curriculum areas of study.  It concentrates 

particularly on developing social and independence skills that are necessary 

tools for students to successfully access their future adult opportunities.   

 

All students follow a full and varied programme of activities, which 

includes recognised accredited awards through ASDAN. All students leave 

with a higher qualification in Personal Progress than they achieved at the 

end of Year 11. 

 

The curriculum is divided into the four areas below and students are 

assessed in each area via a skills continuum upon which they are bench 

marked on entry to the unit based on their previous level of attainment in 

P or National Curriculum levels. The areas of study are. 

 

• Preparation for adult life  

o Including travel training, work and community based experience 

programmes, mini enterprises,  

 

• Home management  

o Including shopping, meal preparation, cleaning, unit maintenance, 

gardening,  budgeting and saving. 
 

• Leisure and recreation  

o Including swimming, gym access, yoga, art, music, dance, PE, trampoline, 

outdoor education 

 

• Personal, Health and Social Education  

o Including sex and relationships, personal hygiene, citizenship (British 

values), RE 

 

The skills continuum for each area includes opportunities to record 

progress over time and plan next steps in each area and for cross 

curricular areas such as English and Maths which at Beacon Hill Post 16 is 

better understood as functional communication and numeracy.  Where 

students are identified as having the potential to go further and gain 



qualifications in English and Maths their needs have been met through 

Personal Progress or by accessing courses in other schools or colleges.   
 

Reviews continue to be person centred and focus on helping students 

and/or their parents / carers to identify the young persons future options 

through their transition plans.   

 

New students take part in an induction program, which can be as short as a 

half term or as long as a full 3 half term block. This programme is to 

introduce the student to a variety of activities that they can choose to be 

part of their programme of study.  It also gives students time to 

communicate their choices over time. These choices are regularly 

reviewed, formally every year at the annual review and informally towards 

the end of each block and in some areas at half termly intervals.  The aim 

being to ensure as far as possible that students are involved in making 

decisions about the direction their study will go and to respond to 

opportunities that arise. 
 

The Post 16 year is divided into 2 half yearly blocks, each of 3 half termly 

sections.  The blocks follow the pattern of the Friday transition links 

programmes but with in this the 6 half terms facilitate a 6 fold medium 

term planning structure.  

 

A variety of different activities are explored through the Post 16 

curriculum. These vary each year depending on students abilities, interests 

and the needs of future cohorts but include:- 

 

Using sports facilities such as gyms, swimming pools and 

activity/adventure centres.  

Use of community leisure spaces such as parks, woodlands and wildlife 

reserves. 

Competing at local and or regional sporting events such as Panathlon . 

Learning horse riding and stable management. 

Attending music or dance workshops and sessions both in house or with our 

partners at the ROH or contributors such as Creative.  

Participating in public performances such as Music for Youth at the Albert 

Hall; Foundation for Indian performing arts FIPA at Grays theatre. 

Engaging in therapies such as reflexology, aroma and music therapy. 

Individual work experience in areas as diverse as retail, land management 

and DJing. 

Travel Training including safe use of roads and public transport. 



Navigating local shops, supermarkets and shopping centres. 

Cooking, household and maintenance skills . 

Sensory and cognitive sessions such as Intensive Interaction, ‘Tac Pac’ and 

massage 

Engaging in alternative health activities such as Yoga, Tai chi and Qi gong,  

Trips to places of historic, religious or more importantly student interest.  

Residential experience such as barges and Berlin. 

In addition to this, Post 16 students welcome their peers from Key Stage 

4 for 2 days a week for a taster programme that includes travel training, 

meal preparation, working out in a gym or swimming. For one of these days, 

all Key stage 4 and 5 students take part in a Transition Links programme 

based in a variety of locations off site. Opportunities currently include 

work related learning and work placements, use of an independent living 

training house, volunteering opportunities and linked art and music 

programmes with adult service providers.  
 

Beacon Hill Post 16 offers a five year transitional education into adult life, 

preparing students for continued success in their future options Post 19.   

In the past few years, leavers have successfully transitioned to a wide 

variety of destinations including part time and supported employment, 

college based internships, residential homes and personalised social and 

leisure based programmes with local providers such as Thurrock Lifestyle 

Solutions, DIS and care homes.  All our leavers benefit from a planned 

transition that usually begins after February half term of their last year.   

 
 

 


